
A reflection for the 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Forgiveness 

Today’s reading invites us to consider what it is to forgive others by considering how Christ 

desires us to.  Peter, in Matthew’s gospel suggested to Jesus that we should forgive fellow 

church members seven times, but Jesus said that we need to forgive our companions  

seventy-seven times, indicating that forgiveness is something that must be continuous and 

ongoing. I wonder how many of us forgive as Jesus intended.  I know that I am someone 

who struggles to let go of things when someone wrongs me, but I guess that this is our  

human nature.  Today, Jesus invites us to look at forgiveness in a different way.  Jesus calls 

us to forgive others in the same way that Jesus forgives us. So why should we live our lives in 

accordance with Jesus’ teachings?  Well, we are an Easter people.  Christ died for our sins on 

the cross at Easter, and we remember this sacrifice that Jesus made year after year as our 

church calendar leads us again into the Easter story.  But more than that.  Each week we 

share in the Eucharistic meal around the Lord’s table.  We are reminded of the love God has 

for us in Christ as we hear Jesus’ words inviting us to remember Him as we share in the 

bread of life, “Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you; do this to remember me.”  

We also are reminded of the forgiveness that Christ offers when we hear the instruction to 

share in the cup of blessing, “Drink this, all of you, for this is my blood of the new covenant 

which his shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins; do this as often as you drink 

it to remember me.”  By sharing in this sacred meal and inviting Christ into our beings, we 

are inviting Christ to help us to live as God desires.  

 

As your new vicar,  I find it interesting that our lectionary readings speak strongly about  

forgiveness today.  From my perspective, we have not been in a relationship where either 

party has done anything to upset the other.  However, I am sure that there will be a time 

when we are likely to encounter differences.  There will be a time that I annoy you and you 

upset me.  So, what are we called to do?  Forgive each other and as I see it, communication 

is the path that helps us to achieve this.    

Leanne and I are delighted to be called to this parish.  We have looked forward to the day 

that God’s plan is enhanced whereby the training I have undertaken and my life experiences 

are brought together in one place to lead a parish, to grow together, to challenge each  

other, and to love each other through kindness, forgiveness and compassion. 

Let us pray that God will be with us all as we embrace the weeks, months, and years ahead. 

 

Rev’d Bruce  

Sentence Of The Day 

If you, O Lord, should note what we 

do wrong, Lord, who could stand?  

But there is forgiveness with you, so 

that you may be revered. 

Psalm 130:34 

 

Collect Of The Day 
God of infinite mercy grant that 
we who know your pity may  
rejoice in your forgiveness and 
gladly forgive others for the sake 
of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Amen. 
© The Anglican Church in  Aotearoa New Zealand 
and  Polynesia, 2013 – used with  permission 

 

Readings For The Week 

Monday 14 September 2020 
Ps 2,8,146  
Gen 3:1-15  

John 12:27-36a  
 
Tuesday  15 September 2020 

Ps 5,6,(8)  
1 Kgs 1:32–2:4;  

2:10-12  
Acts 13:44-14:7  

 
Wednesday 16 September 2020 

Ps 119:1-32  
1 Kgs 3  

Acts 14:8-end  
 
Thursday  17 September 2020 

Ps (14),15,(16)  
1 Kgs 4:29-5:12  

Acts 15:1-21  
Friday 18 September 2020 

Ps (17),19  
1 Kgs 6:1,11-28  
Acts 15:22-35  

 
Saturday 19 September 2020         

Ps (20,21),23  
1 Kgs 8:1-30  

Acts 15:36-16:5  
 

9am: Sunday p.476
Rev Bruce Allport  

Liturgist:  
Cynthia Clark  

 Welcome  
 
 

Gathering: p.476  
Confession p.478/9  
Sentence & Collect  

1st Reading:  
Gen 50 : 15-21  

Ps 103: 1-13  
2nd Reading:  

Rom 4: 1-12 
 
 

Gospel:  
Matt 18: 21-35  

Sermon :  
Rev Bruce Allport  
Affirmation: p 481  

 
Prayers:  

Cynthia Clark  
Lord ’s Prayer p.484  

The Peace: p.485  
Offertory  

 
 

Communion: p.485  
 
 
 

Prayer/Blessing/  
 Notices  

 
Dismissal p.490  screen  

13 September 2020 Ordinary 24 

9am : Holy Communion  Services Pg. 476 

 Presider and Preacher: Rev Bruce Allport 

 Liturgist: Cynthia Clark 



ST LUKES PROGRAMME:  
Sunday 13 September  2020 
9am Holy Communion 
Wednesday 16  September 2020 
10am Holy Communion 

Sunday 20 September 2020 
9am Holy Communion 
 
Notices  

Service Times   
We  continue the one service at  
9 am, leaving a future resumption of 
the usual pattern to the new vicar 
Rev Bruce Allport  who may also 
have other views about worship  
services. 
 
 
Gift of Music Variety concert will be 
held on Sunday Sept 20 at 2pm at 
WHHS Hall on Old Quarry Rd. At this 
fundraiser for the Michael Pilaar  
Memorial Music Fund we will 
be awarding our first four  
scholarships to young musicians in 
our region. Come and enjoy solo  
instrumentalists, chamber group, 
dance items, soprano, jazz band and 
more. Tickets can be bought in  
advance from City Books and Lotto 
on Tutanekai St, $15 / $5 
 
 

 

 

 
 We are at Level 2:    
    No singing - 
     Maintain physical distancing 
     Keep contact tracing information 
     No physical contact in sharing the  
    Peace 
    Communion served as wafer only,  
    standing 
     No morning tea  
 
 

Healing at St Luke’s 
There is an active Healing Group in St Luke’s 
(Order of St Luke the physician). They meet 
at 12pm in the Chapel on the 4th Sunday of 
the Month, (from January to November) 
followed by a shared lunch. About 3 times a 
year there is a healing service. 
All who are interested in Christian Healing 
are welcome, whether to ask for  
healing - or to pray for healing for others. 
There is also anointing for healing (for 
yourself or someone else) during 
communion at the 9am service on the first 
Sunday.  
There is also prayer in the chapel at every 

9am Service except the first Sunday.  
To find out more contact Rev. Gary 

Husband 2160074 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Parish Directory 

Parish Office:  
Charmaine Carr  

1223 Amohia Street 
PO Box 351 ROTORUA 

E-mail: admin.rotorua@waiapu.com 
Website: www.saintlukes.co.nz 

facebook.com/saintlukesrotorua 
Ph:  348 5390 

Office Hours:  Mon—Fri  8am - 12.30pm 
Office closed—Thursday 

Visitors—Please ring the bell. 
For a home Communion or visit please call 

the Vicar or the office, Ph: 348 5390 
 

Vicar 
Rev Bruce Allport 

Home: 07 4600 157 
027 677 6710  

bruce.allport@waiapu.com 
Church Wardens:  

John Carr— Ph:  349 6205 
Carol Gillice—Ph: 345 6409/027 425 4961 

 

Seasons for Growth Coordinator:  
Wendy Leong -Ph :350 3384. 

 

Prayer Chain:  
Ria Sandberg—Ph: 3574395 

Pastoral Care:  
Rev Gary Husband 

Healing Prayer Group (OSL) 
Rev Gary Husband 

Ph:  2160074  
Centreshop 
Ph: 3490251 

 

For Direct Donations: Parish BNZ Account 

No: 02  0412  0041175  003 

NB: Please type your name in the  
reference box, if you require a tax receipt.  

We thank you for your  
generous contributions. 

 

Next Messy Church 
To Be advised  
 

Welcome 
It is with much praise and  
thanksgiving to God that we  
welcome to our Parish  and city  
Rev Bruce Allport as our Vicar at St. 
Lukes Rotorua. Needless to say that 
this includes wife Leanne to our  
family also. We are looking forward 
to working with you both as we look 
towards a long relationship with our 
parish.    
Contact details:  
Home: 07 4600 157 
027 677 6710  
bruce.allport@waiapu.com 
 
Nametags 
If you need a name tag please contact 
the office.  It would be good for  
everyone to start using the  
nametags so Bruce can get used to 
the names and faces. 
Thanks 
 
 
 


