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From the Vicar....

The biggest miracle of all is that there is 
something rather than nothing.  Albert 
Einstein, the great theoretical physicist put 
it this way: “There are only two ways to live 
your life. One is as though nothing is a 
miracle. The other is as though everything 
is a miracle.” For many centuries humanity 
took for granted that our planet supplied us 
with in-exhaustible resources, space and 
life. We know now, only too sadly that 
these attitudes and assumptions are 
wrong. We face the prospect of dwindling 
resources, limits to growth, ancient species 
becoming extinct and even the viability of 
human life is threatened. On the 9th of May 
this year the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration reported that 
the daily average of carbon concentration 
levels at the Mauna Loa observatory on 
was 400.3 ppm—as far as is known, this is 
the first time carbon has passed the 400 
ppm mark since well before modern 
humans existed on the planet. It’s all new 
from here on in. The Arctic could be largely 
ice free as soon as two years from now. 
Climate change is already here. The 
argument about how it is caused is largely 
irrelevant. All of this sharpens for 
Christians, our need to attend to some of 
the big ethical questions we face such as –
how do we care for the environment? 

Another big question is about how we 
care for one another, when the poorest 
members of our society have their already 
meagre benefits cut in half because they 
can’t get to a job seminar. These kinds of 
questions once seemed distant and 
academic but they have become very close 
as we experience ferocious storms and as 
we see the number of destitute people 
increasing in our everyday experience.

It will help as we go back to our 
scriptures to rediscover God’s purpose and 
mission.

To reflect deeply on God’s call to us; 
to address the hurt and pain the world 
faces today. We need to find new 
ways of being church and rediscover 
the power of Christ’s Gospel. 

When Jesus said “Fear not, I 
have overcome the world” (John 
16:33) I don’t think he meant it in the 
sense of conquering or defeating the 
world, rather in the sense of 
overcoming all the dangers and trials 
the world offers. We can take heart 
from these words and they should 
spur us on to make the world a better 
place. For all its danger and peril the 
world and our existence in it is the 
greatest miracle of all. 

Alex Czerwonka

Carol Gillice Resigns as Editor
Carol Gillice has been editor of our 
Parish Magazine, ‘Reaching Out’ for 
the last three and a half years. She 
has now resigned, so this edition is 
her last. I have greatly appreciated 
Carol’s dedication to the task of 
producing our bi-monthly magazine. It 
is not easy gathering material; typing 
and reformatting it all into a magazine 
format; finding little snippets to fit odd 
spaces; finding appropriate 
illustrations and graphics. Vestry has 
received her resignation with regret 
and recorded our appreciation of her 
contribution as editor. Vestry has 
asked the newly formed 
Communications Committee to make 
a recommendation on where we go 
from here. Please if you have 
comments or suggestions about what 
you would like in our Parish Magazine 
make them known to Alex or 
Catherine in the Parish Office.
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OFFICE HOURS
Monday to Friday 9am - 2pm

Parish Directory
Vicar:   Rev Alex Czerwonka                  348 9383 / 027 301 0795
Parish Secretary:  Catherine Galland       348 5390 Fax 348 1790
                                                        (9am – 2pm, Monday-Friday)
Church Warden: John Carr              349 6205
Church Warden: Anna Jackson        348 5390
Our Address is:   1223 Amohia St, Rotorua
Mailing:               P.O. Box 351, Rotorua 3010
Email:                 st.lukes@clear.net.nz
Web site            www.stlukesrotorua.com

Mid week Communion
Every Wednesday,             10am      Eucharist
1st Wednesday, (A.A.W.)    10am     Eucharist

REACHING OUT WITH COMMUNION
If you are unable to come to Church and would like us to visit or bring you Home 
Communion, or you know someone who is unwell and would like a home or hospital 
visit please phone the office on  348 5390 
Or Alex on the above phone numbers

From the Registers
Funerals:  1 June 2013; Helen Mary Liley
                  25 June 2013; Alan Reidpath Wilson    
Eternal rest, grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they
rest in peace, AMEN.

Home from the earthly journey,
Safe for eternity;

All that the Saviour promised-
That is what heaven will be - Anon

Heart Action
Spend time being refreshed. Read God’s Word.

Sip a cup of Tea. 
Relax in a comfy chair that gets a bit of afternoon sun.

Reflect on the goodness of life. – Emilie Barnes
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A Real Story: The Green Thing

In the line at the store, the cashier told an 
older woman that she should bring her own 
grocery bags because plastic bags weren't 
good for the environment.
The woman apologized and explained, "We 
didn't have the green thing back in my day." 
The cashier responded, "That's our problem 
today. Your generation did not care enough 
to save our environment."
That person was right – our generation 

didn't have the green thing in its day.

Back then, we returned milk bottles, fizzy bottles and beer bottles to the store. The store 
sent them back to the plant to be washed and sterilized and refilled, so it could use the 
same bottles over and over. So they really were recycled.
But we didn't have the green thing back in our day.

We walked up stairs, because we didn't have an escalator in every store and office 
building. We walked to the grocery store and didn't climb into a 300-horsepower 
machine every time we had to go two blocks.
But the cashier was right. We didn't have the green thing in our day.

Back then, we washed the baby's nappies because we didn't have the throw-away kind. 
We dried clothes on a line, not in an energy gobbling machine burning up 220 volts –
wind and solar power really did dry the clothes. Kids got hand-me-down clothes from 
their brothers or sisters, not always brand-new clothing.
But that young cashier is right; we didn't have the green thing back in our day.

Back then, we had one TV, or radio, in the house – not a TV in every room. And the TV 
had a small screen the size of a handkerchief (remember them?), not a screen the size of 
the city of Auckland. In the kitchen, we blended and stirred by hand because we didn't 
have electric machines to do everything for us.
When we packaged a fragile item to send in the mail, we used a wadded up old 
newspaper to cushion it, not Styrofoam or plastic bubble wrap.
Back then, we didn't fire up an engine and burn petrol just to cut the lawn. We used a 
push mower that ran on human power. We exercised by working so we didn't need to go 
to a gym to run on treadmills that operate on electricity.
But she's right; we didn't have the green thing back then.

We drank from a fountain when we were thirsty instead of using a cup or a plastic bottle 
every time we had a drink of water. We refilled writing pens with ink instead of buying a 
new pen, and we replaced the razor blades in a razor instead of throwing away the whole 
razor just because the blade got dull.
But we didn't have the green thing back then.

Back then, people took the bus and kids rode their bikes to school or walked instead of 
turning their mums into a 24-hour taxi service.
We had one electrical outlet in a room, not an entire bank of sockets to power a dozen 
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appliances. And we didn't need a computerized gadget to receive a signal beamed from 
satellites 2,000 miles out in space in order to find the nearest pizza joint.
But isn't it sad, the current generation laments how wasteful we old folks were just 
because we didn't have the green thing back then?
I have been unsuccessful in finding the author of this. I have found a number 
of versions and with that in mind I have altered this version slightly to bring it 
into New Zealand society. As time goes on we will all reflect back on what we 
did or did not have. We all need to realise that we are in charge of our homes 
and gardens where we live, and are charged by God (Genesis 2:15) to take 
care of this environment by way of recycling our used goods. I am sure that
you all know where the current recycling centre is (over the road from 
Countdown on Old Te Ngae Rd). I would just like to say thank you to Pamela 
Campbell for bringing this back to our attention. - Carol

The natural world that God has made
Must not be used at whim;

We serve as stewards of His earth,
Responsible to Him. – D. DeHaan

St Luke’s Dry Stone Wall
One Saturday morning while I was listening to the ‘Country Life’ programme 
on National radio my attention was caught by an interview with a farmer 
somewhere in the Kaipara area, speaking about the Dry Stone Walls on his 
farm. They were built 100yrs ago approximately by settlers of English and 
Cornwall extraction and by all accounts there are quite a number of walls 
on the farm and they have become something of a tourist attraction.
I wonder how many of our parishioners realise that we have our own 
beautiful stone walls surrounding our church. When St Luke’s was built, it 
stood on a rise surrounded by mounds of earth crumbling out into the 
street. There was much discussion about how to solve the problem and 
Geoffrey Chavasse volunteered to solve it by getting rocks from the 
Ngongotaha Quarry and building some dry stone walls.
He went out to the quarry with his measurements and ordered the rocks to 
be delivered at a certain time on Friday night. When Geoffrey arrived the 
rocks were there already! Dumped in the street and because of the 9pm 
closing there was still quite a bit of traffic around. While Geoffrey was 
frantically praying for a miracle, one turned up in the form of a colleague 
from the F.R.I, where they both worked. The miracle was increased by the 
fact that he was towing a low deck trailer, upon which they were able to 
load the rocks, some hours later the rocks were safely on the church 
property.
A plea for help, in the church newsletter was answered by the men. 
Supervised by Geoffrey as to the construction methods for dry stone walls, 
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work proceeded for a number of weeks. Finally they stood strong and to this 
day they still look as good as ever. Geoffrey’ wife Shirley, quotes him as 
saying “Truly the hand of God was with me that day the rocks arrived”
A big thank you to Shirley Smyth, for reminding us to acknowledge those who 
helped build our church and establish our grounds and gardens. For those 
who are not sure what a dry stone wall is, it’s a stone wall that is made and 
held together without mortar. Some dry stone walls in England have been 
standing for hundreds of years.

Prayer is the soil in which hope grows best.

Holy Women of the Old Testament
Holiness, in the sense of being set apart for the purpose of 
God, means that most of the women of the Old Testament 
should be regarded as holy. Although during the Old 
Testament time it was mainly a patriarchal society, there 
are glimpses of the lives of some outstanding woman, who 
made significant contributions to the development of life in 
Israel.
Eve, formed by God to be the partner of Adam, through 
disobedience leads to the subjugation of women in a 
patriarchal society (Genesis 2:21-23, 3:16). In the 
Abraham saga, Sarah has a part as important as 
Abraham’s for “I will bless her, and she will become the 

mother of nations, and there will be kings among her descendants” (Genesis 
17:16). Later we see Rebecca ensures that her favourite, Jacob, becomes 
the heir to God’s promises (Genesis 22:17). The survival of the baby Moses 
was entirely due to the clever tactics of several women (Exodus2:1-10).
Some women were victims to great pain and suffering, Jephthah’s daughter, 
(she is not named) was to die as a sacrifice, because of a vow Jephthah 
made to God (Judges 11:30-40.) We can read the story of Tamar, the lovely 
daughter of David and sister to Absalom. Tamar was raped by her half 
brother Amnon, she fled to Absalom (2 Samuel13:1-33) who eventually 
sought revenge. We cannot forget the Concubine. It’s a horrible story and
we should remember her (Judges 19). 
Some of the finest hymns written in the Old Testament are attributed to 
women. There are the songs of Judith, who lived during the reign of 
Nebuchadnezzar, (Judith 16). Hannah promised to dedicate to God her son,
Samuel, for his entire life and to never cut his hair (1 Samuel 2:1-10.) The 
prophet, Deborah, was herself one of the judges (Judges 5.)
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Lets not forget other women such as Miriam (Exodus 15:21), one of the 
leaders of the exodus from Egypt. Queen Esther, the Jewish Queen to King 
Xerxes of Persia, who saved her people from a plot that was to eliminate the 
Jewish people who chose not to return to Israel (Esther1:-10). There is 
Susanna, an innocent woman who looked to God for protection of her virtue 
from two of the elders (Daniel and Susanna 1-64). 
I could recall any number of other women who served God during the time of
the Old Testament, such women as Rehab, Huldah, and the five daughters of 
Zelophehad, so on August 16th we will remember all the Holy Women of the 
Old Testament. - Carol

Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, What an awesome and powerful

God You are! You created life by Your very breath.
We praise Your and stand in awe of You.

Thank You for Your creation. - Dave Branon

Hebrews 11: 23
It was faith that made the parents of 
Moses hide him for 3 months after he was 
born. They saw that he was a beautiful 
child, and they were not afraid to disobey 
the king’s order.
Faith, what does it really mean, in my 
dictionary it reads like only a lawyer 
would understand it. I picked out the 
small statement that says: firm and 

earnest belief. I looked up the word, faith, in my Bible dictionary and it 
states: a belief in or confident attitude to-ward God, involving commitment to 
His will for one’s life. 
What is faith? It is the undeniable believe in something or someone. When 
you go out to your vehicle to go somewhere you have faith that it will start. 
When you turn the oven on you have belief that it will go, when you want to 
do the ironing, you turn the iron on at the wall, with belief that the power 
will come through and make your iron heat up, so that you can do the 
ironing. When one has faith in God one believes that He is in existence. One 
believes that He is there, you know, right there. When you have faith in God 
you believe that when you talk (pray) to Him, He is listening and will
respond to you. Just like the conversation you had with a friend, your 
sister, your brother, your aunt, your parent, your husband or your child,
today or yesterday. As you talk to each other it’s the same when you talk 
(pray) with God. One needs to listen carefully to hear God.
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We all know of the faith that Abraham had and that of Noah, but what 
about the faith that Jesus had in His Father, that all will turn out okay in 
the overall scheme of things, a faith that his death was going to save 
mankind and bring them back to God.
Do we, the Christian people of today, have that same kind of faith? Do we 
believe, that the faith that we have in Jesus and His death upon the cross,
is for the good of all mankind, that he is the basis for, forgiveness of sin and 
entrance into heaven?
Alex is available to talk with, if you have any questions.        348 9383 or
027 301 0795

When our lives are heavy laden,
Cold and bleak as winter long,

Stir the embers in our hearts, Lord;
Make Your flame burn bright and strong. –Kieda

MINISTRY DIRECTORY
Contact the Parish Office for further information about any of these ministries: 348 5390 or 

email: st.lukes@clear.net.nz

Children’s Ministry:
Sunday school takes place during term time at the 10am Sunday Service. The 
programme follows the children’s talk and concludes with partaking of the Eucharist.
WE need more leaders for this ministry. Please prayerfully consider if you might be 
called to minister to our Parish children. Talk to our Vicar, Alex.

Young People’s Ministry: (Dragon Slayers)
The Youth group meets fortnightly on Sunday afternoon at 4pm, finishing with dinner at 
5.30pm, close by 6pm.
Leadership Training For Youth (LT4Youth): Please contact our Vicar or the
Regional Youth Facilitator Jo Keogan 348 7744, or  021 455030 to enrol for this. 
LT4Youth is for those 14 years and over. It involves being linked to a mentor and gaining 
a range of experiences and completing challenges based on the five marks of mission: 1) 
Telling our story, 2) Faith formation, 3) Serving others, 4) Social Justice, 5) Care of 
Creation & the environment.
Prayer Group:
Meet each Wednesday at 12 noon in St Luke’s lounge.
Drop in Centre:
Has a midday meal each Tuesday from 10.am to 12.30pm with the meal being served at 
12noon. Everyone is welcome to join in with the meal or to just come and chat. Spare ice 
cream containers are always welcomed along with spare fruit and vegetables. Please 
contact Tim on 348 5259.
Centreshop: Your pre loved clothing, shoes, quality books or kitchen ware is always 
welcomed at the Centreshop. Proceeds assist the Parish, as well as local service groups 
and charities as donations. Shop manager is Ngaire Hay 347 7075.



Growing Through Grief:
This ministry is run during school term at St Luke’s and in
helps children who are experiencing sadness from loss in their lives. Children can talk 
about their grief in a safe environment. Contact the Co
Deanne King 350 3384.
St Francis Whanau Aroha Childcar
The interest of Parishioners is always welcomed to help with maintenance or to serve on 
the Management Committee. Contact the chairman Alex Czerwonka 
Pastoral Care:
Alex Czerwonka   the church office on 348 5390
Prayer ministry:
Each Sunday during the 10am communion service, Prayer minis
cross.
AAW: Meet on the 1st Wednesday of the month after the 10am service
welcome. Contact: Loeta Davies 

Stop and take a break from the busyness of life
so that you can refuel your soul.

Lancelot Andrewes
Bishop of Winchester

Lancelot Andre
by the Tower of London, 
reign of Elizabeth I
Merchant Taylor’s School and Pembroke Hall, 
Cambridge, in which he gained a fellowship in 1576.
In 1580 he took Holy Orders
Giles, Cripplegate,
Pembroke Hall
Queen Elizabeth and in 1601 became dean of 
Westminster. During the reign of James I
1625),

1605, then Ely in 1609 and Winchester in 1619.
total of 22 years inclusive.
In 1611 his name is the first one
the Authorized Version of the
Company” which took charge of the first books of the
(Genesis – 2 Kings).
Lancelot Andrewes is mostly 
sermons, writings and his personal p
published after his death), incl

This ministry is run during school term at St Luke’s and in local Schools. The ministry 
helps children who are experiencing sadness from loss in their lives. Children can talk 
about their grief in a safe environment. Contact the Co-ordinators; Gaelyn Brake

St Francis Whanau Aroha Childcare and Family Support Centre
The interest of Parishioners is always welcomed to help with maintenance or to serve on 
the Management Committee. Contact the chairman Alex Czerwonka 348 9383

he church office on 348 5390 or 027 301 0795

Each Sunday during the 10am communion service, Prayer ministry is offered

Meet on the 1st Wednesday of the month after the 10am service
 348 6322

take a break from the busyness of life
so that you can refuel your soul.

Lancelot Andrewes
Bishop of Winchester

Lancelot Andrewes was born in All Hallows, Barking, 
by the Tower of London, in 1555, 3yrs before the 
reign of Elizabeth I (1558-1603). He studied at 
Merchant Taylor’s School and Pembroke Hall, 
Cambridge, in which he gained a fellowship in 1576.
In 1580 he took Holy Orders, becoming vicar of St 
Giles, Cripplegate, London, in 1589, and master of 
Pembroke Hall, Cambridge. He was a favourite
Queen Elizabeth and in 1601 became dean of 
Westminster. During the reign of James I
1625), he was appointed Bishop of Chichester in 

1605, then Ely in 1609 and Winchester in 1619. Lancelot was Bishop for

first one on the list of divines appointed to com
of the Bible. He headed the “First Westminster 

Company” which took charge of the first books of the Old Testament 

Lancelot Andrewes is mostly remembered for two reasons, One being his 
and his personal prayers and devotions, (which were 

, including 96 of his sermons in 1631.
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remembered for two reasons, One being his 
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of his sermons in 1631. Secondly
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he was known for his personal policy on worship being of the whole body 
and not just the spiritual side. Lancelot believed that it was more important 
to partake of the Eucharist than it was to listen to sermons. Lancelot was 
considered the authority on worship, and so what he practised in his 
chapel, became the norm for celebrating the liturgy.
Lancelot Andrewes liked to move among the people. He was chaplain to 
reigning monarchs for forty years; constant preacher at Court especially for 
James 1. His congregations came from all walks of life, apart from royalty, 
politicians and gentry, there were actors, artisans, musicians, students, 
common folk and clerics.
He wrote of the Magi:
A cold coming they had of it, at this time of the year, just the worst time to 
take a journey, and specially a long journey ...the ways deep, the weather 
sharp, the days short, the sun farthest off... the very dead of winter.
Bishop Andrewes died on 25 September 1626 though we remember him on 
the 26th.
Bishop Andrewes’ personal approach to worship led to the Anglican 
Communion having the Book of Common Prayer and the prominence given to 
the Eucharist. He followed the 1549 version more than the 1559. This shaped 
the Scottish Prayer Book of 1637 (Which was adopted by the American 
Episcopal Church in 1789), and the reshaping of the liturgy in the English 
Church in 1662, which led to the shape of our NZ Prayer Book today.
Some of this information come from ‘For All the Saints’, some from ‘The Saints 
of the Anglican calendar’ ©2000, Wikipedia and ‘Mentor of Reformed 
Catholicism’

You think your word or deed is very small,
That what you say will hardly count at all;

But God can take the seed that you have sown 
And nourish it until it’s fully grown. - Hess

This is my very last magazine as editor.  With regret I have 
resigned from this position.  I would like to say thank you to Alex 
for the opportunity to be a part of this vital missionary work in the 
parish.  Also, a big thank you to everyone who has supported 
‘Reaching Out’ through contributions, putting it together and it’s 
delivery.  There is to be a new magazine in the future.  I look 
forward to seeing its new look.  May the love of Jesus be with you 
all.      Carol
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Where is God when it hurts
By Philip Yancey

I feel helpless around people in great pain. Helpless, 
and also guilty. I stand beside them, watching facial 
features contort and listening to the sighs and 
moans, deeply aware of the huge gulf between us. I 
cannot penetrate their suffering, I can only watch. 
Whatever I attempt to say seems weak and stiff, as 
if I’d memorized the lines for a school play.
One day I received a frantic plea for help from my 
close friends John and Claudia Claxton. Newlyweds 
in their early twenties, they were just beginning life 
together in the Midwest. I had watched in 
amazement as the experience of romantic love 
utterly transformed John Claxton. Two years of 

engagement to Claudia had melted his cynicism and softened his hard 
edges. He became an optimist, and now his letters to me were usually 
bubbly with enthusiasm about his young marriage.
But one letter from John alarmed me as soon as I opened it. Errors and 
scratches marred his usually neat handwriting. He explained, “Excuse my 
writing... I guess it shows how I’m fumbling for words. I don’t know what to 
say.”.....
One can almost assume that something is very wrong with this young couple 
and by the title of the book it’s going to be serious. Philip Yancey is going to 
explore ‘Where is God when it hurts’. Philip looks at the senses of our body,
for example there is less sensitivity in the hand of a carpenter than there is in 
the hand of an office person, while the cornea of an eye is the ultra sensitive 
part of the body. Why is this, why is one part more sensitive than another, do 
you think that perhaps God got it wrong? By reading this book of Philip’s one 
finds out why we feel pain and why it is a gift. - Carol 

What Shall I Write in Your Dust
He couldn’t decide if he were experiencing a dream 
or reality. It was so different, so impossible, it 
simply had to be a dream. On the other hand it felt 
as real and as urgent as anything he had ever 
experienced. 
The situation was this. He was sitting on one side of 
a beautiful table. Across from him was someone 
else, someone he only knew as the Other One. The 
table between them was covered in the finest white 



Reaching Out, Aug - Sept 2013 Page 12

dust, and it was perfectly undisturbed. There were no marks in it of any 
kind so that it looked almost like a fine spread of seamless cloth. Somehow 
he knew that it was the Other One who had brought him to this place and 
made him the offer he was considering.
“It’s time,” announced the Other One.
“I know,” responded the man. “Could you explain the choice to me again?”
“Of course,” said the Other One. “I will write one thing in the dust and one 
thing only. I will write whatever you ask me to write, and what ever it is it 
will become part of you and your life. You may ask for anything: any 
knowledge, any virtue, any gift, any hope, any dream, any grace, any 
possession, anything. I will write it in the dust, and it will become a part of 
you and your life.
“Could I be rich?” asked the man.
“Yes, if that is the one thing you want,” answered the Other One.
“Happy?”
“Certainly”
“What if I wanted to be able to see into the future?” he asked.
“Even that is possible,” answered the Other One.
Of course he had thought of all these things before, but the actual choice 
was proving to be very difficult. As he thought of each possible request, he 
tried to imagine the consequences as best he could. He could ask for love or 
happiness or money or fame or anything like that, but what if he got sick 
and died soon? He could ask for long life or good health, but then he might 
be poor, unloved, and miserable. Everything good he could think of to ask 
for was incomplete and flawed in some way. While each choice fulfilled one 
hope or dream, it left some other hope or dream unprotected and potentially 
unfulfilled. That was why he had been sitting there for so long.
“It’s time,” the Other One reminded him again.
“I know,” replied the man. “I know.”
“What shall I write in your dust?” 
The man took a deep breath. He was ready to make his decision.
“Your Name,” he declared to the Other One. “Write your Name in my dust.”
Suddenly it seemed as if light and song surrounded them as the Other One 
moved a single finger toward the tabletop.
What would you have written in the dust?  Would the name of Jesus be 
there?  I hope that if I was asked I would write my Lord’s Name.
Another short story taken from Ria’s book ‘The Carpenter and the Unbuilder’ 
by David M Grerbner. This is the final story from this book. Carol

The name above all other names
Is Jesus Christ the Lord;

He came to save us from our sins
So we could be restored - Sper
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Impatience
A young woman’s car stalled at a stoplight. She 
tried to get it started, but nothing would happen. 
The light turned green, and there she sat, angry 
and embarrassed, holding up traffic. The car 
behind could have gone around, but instead the 
driver added to her anger by laying on his horn.
After another desperate attempt to get the car 
started, she got out and walked back to the 
honker. The man rolled down his window in 
surprise.

“Tell you what,” she said. “You go start my car and I’ll sit back here and 
honk the horn for you.”
We all know that patience is a virtue. It says in Proverbs 14:29 Those who 
are patient have great understanding, but the quick tempered display folly.
I first heard this little story on the radio while I was waiting at a set of lights 
in Wellington. I was waiting to go through what was then the new tunnel. I 
actually thought that it was the front car in our cue but, of course it wasn’t. 
This was about 1985. I have thought of this over the years and wandered 
why I remember it so well. Patience is something that gets us safely through 
a lot of situations. Think of Joseph waiting patiently in prison for two years to 
see what was going to happen after he helped the cupbearer interpret his 
dream. Paul spent many years in prison waiting patiently on God. Sarah 
waited with patience after God told her she was to have a child in her old 
age. Do we have this kind of patience or do we expect God to act now in our 
lives. Do we have this kind of patience at the lights when one stalls their car 
or doesn’t move off straight away because they are not watching the lights. 
Do we have this kind of patience when we think that someone isn’t doing 
whatever job they are doing, the way that we would? At times it is hard to be 
patient but hey, think of what is at the end of our journey when we get to sit 
patiently at the feet of Jesus.
This story comes from ‘1001 Quotes, Illustrations, and Humorous Stories’.
©2008  

Patience means awaiting God’s time
and trusting God’s love. - Chambers
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God is bound by His promises
God always keeps His 
promises. His character will 
not let Him fall back. In truth,
all prayers through His Son, 
Jesus, are bound to be heard. 
God finds joy in keeping His 
promises. 
We live in a day when all 

aspects of life are being undermined by dishonesty. Families have lost their 
retirement funds because they believed executives’ promises that were made 
with fingers crossed behind backs. Oh, how desperate is our country for 
people with character! We look to our sports heroes, our political leader, our 
corporate leadership, the stars of movie and television, and even our 
spiritual leaders, hoping they will show us how people of character live. 
Each time we feel comfortable that a certain personality has the answer, we 
are disappointed by some new revelation of broken dreams and promises.
We expect people to do what they say they are going to do. We are 
disappointed when a plumber, and electrician, a painter, or a co-worker 
can’t do what they’ve said they are going to do. They miss the appointment 
or don’t deliver their product on time- and here we are, waiting, and nothing 
happens. Even parents tell their children that such-and –such will happen 
on Saturday, and it doesn’t happen as promised. How many children go 
their rooms to cry because a promise was broken?
We are thankful that we have one who never goes back on His promises. 
God the Father, Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit always keep Their word. 
If They said it, you can believe it. Let’s all learn from the master of character 
to “just do what you say you are going to do.”

Prayer
Father God, thanks for being a promise keeper. 

You are the model for all of us. 
You give me great confidence in Your Word 
because I know You won’t break a promise. 

If You said it, I believe it. Amen.

Heart Action
Make and keep a promise today – even a small one. 

Make this practice a discipline of your faith
This I found in the ‘The Tea Lovers Devotional’ by Emilie Barnes ©2000
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Christ’s Church Ngakuru
The next quarterly Anglican service at 
Ngakuru will be 22 September 10.30am
Most Sundays worship is Presbyterian.

Other days of the month at Christ’s 
Church there is also:

1. Mainly Music for pre-schoolers on 
Mondays at 10am.

2. Movie nights on Wednesday 
evenings at 7.30pm.

3. Also on the 5th Sunday there is a 
Cafe service. 

You are most welcome to come to any or all of these events. For more 
information call: Chris Whyte  333 1829

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
St Luke’s Centre Shop

Amohia Street, Ph: 349 0251
Supporting LOCAL charities and St Luke’s Parish for 35 years

                
  St John Ambulance          Rescue Helicopter      Guide Dog Training     St Francis Day Care 

TO NAME JUST A FEW OF THOSE WE HELP EVERY YEAR

Please donate good quality used clothing, linen, china, glass, 
kitchen ware, bric a brac – AND MORE

YOUR PRE-LOVED
TREASURES ARE

VERY WELCOME AND WILL FIND A GOOD HOME
If you cannot deliver your donated goods to the shop just call Eileen Ph 

3477944 to have them picked up.
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St Luke’s Anglican Parish
P O Box 351

ROTORUA 3015
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