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1 Centre and Parish: The St Francis Whanau Aroha Centre was established as an 
outreach of the Parish through the leadership of the Rev Dorothy Brooker who was Vicar 
at the time and with the support of Waiapu Anglican Social Services. This is our 
seventeen year of operation.  

1.1 We aim to have children and staff from the Centre come to at least three services at St 
Luke’s at Christmas, Easter and near St Francis Day (4th October) or St Luke’s Day (Oct 
18th). The Christmas service was held at St Luke’s in combination with our regular Wed 
10am congregation on 7th December 2016, and the Easter service this year is planned for 
Maundy Thursday 13 April 2017 at 10am. 

1.2 The fortnightly story-based children’s worship at St Francis on Tuesday mornings at 
10.30am continues and is a very happy time for all involved. Thanks to Cornelius and 
Enid who share this with me. Others would be most welcome.  

1.3 The Support Advisory Committee has been reinstated and meets monthly. It consists of 
myself, Cornelius Sandberg, Lynette Jones, the Regional Director Donna Judson and our 
new Manager Erin Batley. 

2 Property. The property is being maintained in good order. An engineering report 
indicated the need to reinforce part of the interior structure and this has been completed. 
Plans are also underway for a major upgrade of the playground. This will be done this 
year with a grant from Anglican Care Waiapu (ACW).   

3 The Whanau Support Project. The Whanau Support project has been discontinued due 
to lack of funding. The rooms will be re-assigned for older children.  

4 Finances: Every year is a challenging year. Our annual accounts are not available for 
this meeting as ACW has a different financial year. All finances are monitored by 
Anglican Care Waiapu.  

5 Staff and operations.  
5.1 Our new manager Erin Batley was appointed to replace Saskia Deans who was an 

interim appointment.  A formal welcoming ceremony was held on Tuesday 13th Sept 
2017. The Centre has a good team of teachers and support staff. The roll is growing and 
the children are very happy to be at the centre. The programme is well planned. 

5.2 The last Education Review Office Review of St Francis was in May 2015 and can be 
viewed at: http://www.ero.govt.nz/Early-Childhood-School-Reports/Early-Childhood-
Reports/Waiapu-Kids-St-Francis-Whanau-Aroha-04-06-2015 . The report concludes that 
St Francis is ‘well-placed’ to serve its community.  

6 Thanks.  
6.1 On behalf of the Parish I offer our thanks to the Committee and Staff Team of Erin Batley, 

Judy Ma and all the staff and parents who support the Centre for all they do to provide a 
happy and safe environment where children (and parents) can learn and grow and 
receive affirmation and acceptance to prepare them for school and adult life. I believe we 
are succeeding exceptionally well in this task, congratulations to all involved.    

 

Ko tau rourou, ko taku rourou ra, ka makona matou. By bringing our resources together we will all 
be satisfied. 

 
 Alex Czerwonka 

Chairman, St Francis Whanau Aroha Centre Support Committee 
Vicar, St Luke’s Anglican Parish of Rotorua 
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