
Reflection for OS18, Sunday August 2nd, 2020 

 
Gospel Reading, Matthew 14.13-21. The miracle of the loaves and fishes.  

The traditional place where Jesus fed the 5000 is an attractive bay on the shore of the Sea of 

Galilee.  There is a convent nearby and the nuns manage the site.  There is an altar and a 

worship area on the very edge of the lake and looking across the lake to the Golan Heights.   

I spent a year teaching in Israel and grew to appreciate the beauty of the Galilee.  The area 

reminds one of NZ.  I believe that Jesus  deliberately chose places of beauty to teach.  The 

gospel contains a beautiful message and this is reflected in the places where Jesus taught the 

disciples and the crowds.  On this occasion Jesus commands the people to recline on the 

grass and the scene is set attractively for what must have been an extraordinary experience. 

The feeding of the 5000 is a compassion story.  Jesus returns from a time of prayer and 

mourning for John the Baptist whose death has been told by Matthew in the preceding  

verses.   Jesus finds a crowd and apparently they have with them their sick and Jesus heals 

them all.  He is ‘moved with compassion’ and it is almost as if Jesus couldn’t help himself; in 

the face of human suffering He must act. Jesus does not care only for the sick.  His care  

extends to all.  The disciples too show practical concern in pointing out the need for the 

crowds to disperse to the  neighbouring villages and buy food.   But Jesus has a different 

idea.  He tells the disciples to bring the small amount of food available.  He commands the 

people to recline on the grass and the disciples distribute the food.  There are 12 baskets full 

of scraps.  God is generous and bountiful.  There is no need to ask how Jesus worked the 

miracle.  That remains a mystery.  We are rather to ask what the miracle teaches us. The 

miracle foreshadows the Eucharist.  Jesus blesses the bread and breaks it and the disciples 

distribute it. By a miracle all are fed.  The Eucharist too is a miracle.  It is the means by which 

Christ shares His life with us.  As at the feeding of the 5000, so Christ is really present in the 

Eucharist, and we too are fed. The Eucharist recalls the life and death of Jesus, and He is a 

living presence in the Eucharist just as He is in the miracle of the feeding of the 5000. The 

Eucharist is based around the four actions of taking, blessing, breaking and  

sharing.  The same four actions form the basis of the feeding story. 

Reverend Dr Calum Gilmour 

Sentence Of The Day 

The Lord is near to all who call on him 

in truth.  He fulfils the desire of all 

that fear him, hears their cry, and 

saves them. 

Psalm 145:18-19 

 

Collect Of The Day 

God of the hungry, make us 
hunger and thirst for the right, 
till our thirst for justice has 
been satisfied and hunger has 
gone from the earth. Hear this 
prayer for your love’s sake.  
Amen. 
© The Anglican Church in  Aotearoa New Zealand 
and  Polynesia, 2013 – used with  permission 

 

Readings For The Week 

Monday 3 August 2020 
Ps 13;31:1-8;150  

Jer 26:12-15  
Acts 6  

Tuesday 4 August 2020 
Ps (32),36  

1 Sam 15:1-23  
Luke 23:26-43  

 
Wednesday 5 August 2020 

Ps 34  
1 Sam 16  

Luke 23:44-56a  
Thursday  6 August  2020 

Ps 27;150  
1 Kgs 19:1-16  
1 John 3:1-3  

Friday 7 August 2020 
Ps 31  

1 Sam 17:31-54  
Luke 24:13-35  

 
Saturday 8 August 2020         

Ps (41),42,(43)  
1 Sam 17:55–18:16  

Luke 24:36-end  
 

9am: Sunday p.404
Rev Gary Husband  

Liturgist:  
Fenella Playne  

 Welcome  
 

♫ What Shall our Greeting be  
Gathering: p.404  

Confession p.406/7  
Sentence & Collect  

1st Reading:  
Isa 55: 1 -5  

Ps 145: 8 -9, 14-21  
2nd Reading:  

Rom 9: 1-5 
♫  I Heard the Voice of Jesus say  

 
Gospel:  

Matt 14: 13-21  
Sermon :  

Rev Gary Husband  
Affirmation: p 410  

 
Prayers:  

Fenella Playne  
Lord ’s Prayer p.418  

The Peace: p.419  
Offertory  

♫ And Can it Be 
 

Communion: p.420  
♫  Come Fill our Cup  

 
 

Prayer/Blessing/  
 Notices  

♫  Praise My Soul the King of  
Heaven  

 
Dismissal p.429 screen  

2 August  2020 Ordinary 18 

9am : Holy Communion  Services Pg. 404 

 Presider and Preacher: Rev Gary Husband 

 Liturgist: Fenella Playne 

 Prayer is available during communion at 9am  service in the Chapel. 



ST LUKES PROGRAMME:  
Sunday 2 August  2020 
9am Holy Communion 
Wednesday 5 August 2020/AAW 
10am Holy Communion 

Sunday 9 August 2020 
9am Holy Communion 
 
Notices  

Hospital Chaplaincy Quiz Night 
The Rotorua Chaplaincy Trust is  
planning a fundraising quiz night, on 
September 3rd, 7pm, at the Rotorua 
Citizens Club, and wonders if St Luke’s 
could put together a table of 8 people, 
at $10 a head, all proceeds going to the 
trust. Are you Interested?  Gather some 
fellow parishioners together for a fun  
evening!  Please send your names into 
the parish office.  And if you can’t 
attend - the trust would  
appreciate your prayers for the event! 

 
St Lukes  Association of Anglican, 
Women’s Group will meet on  

Wednesday 5th August, after the 10am 

Communion Service, in the Church 
Lounge.  Our guest speaker will be Carol 
Bates, a parishioner, and well known for her 
40 plus years of embroidery experience in 
NZ.  Carol recently received a National 
award, for “Outstanding service for the  
contribution to New Zealand’s Embroidery 
Guild” Come and hear Carol speak and see 
samples of her amazing talent. A warm  
welcome is extended to all ladies of the 
church.   Jenny Weaver, AAW Leader. 
3476448    

 
a few tips to help keep our congregations 
safe: 

• Ask celebrants, liturgists and 
communion assistants to wash and 
dry their hands thoroughly with soap 
and water, before the service, as well 
as: 

• Using hand sanitiser after exchanging 
‘The Peace’ 

• Please, don’t use intinction as a means 
of taking communion in church. 

 

Healing at St Luke’s 
There is an active Healing Group in St Luke’s 
(Order of St Luke the physician). They meet 
at 12pm in the Chapel on the 4th Sunday of 
the Month, (from January to November) 
followed by a shared lunch. About 3 times a 
year there is a healing service. 
All who are interested in Christian Healing 
are welcome, whether to ask for  
healing - or to pray for healing for others. 
There is also anointing for healing (for 
yourself or someone else) during 
communion at the 9am service on the first 
Sunday.  
There is also prayer in the chapel at every 

9am Service except the first Sunday.  
To find out more contact Rev. Gary 
Husband 2160074 
 

 
 
 

Parish Directory 

Parish Office:  
Charmaine Carr  

1223 Amohia Street 
PO Box 351 ROTORUA 

E-mail: admin.rotorua@waiapu.com 
Website: www.saintlukes.co.nz 

facebook.com/saintlukesrotorua 
Ph:  348 5390 

Office Hours:  Mon—Fri  8am - 12.30pm 
Office closed—Thursday 

Visitors—Please ring the bell. 
For a home Communion or visit please call 

the Vicar or the office, Ph: 348 5390 
Priest in Charge 
Rev. Anne Chrisp 

Mobile:  021 406 409.  
Email: anne_chrisp@me.com  

 

Church Wardens:  
John Carr— Ph:  349 6205 

Carol Gillice—Ph: 345 6409 

 

Seasons for Growth Coordinator:  
Wendy Leong -Ph :350 3384. 

 

Prayer Chain:  
Ria Sandberg—Ph: 3574395 

Pastoral Care:  
Rev Gary Husband 

Healing Prayer Group (OSL) 
Rev Gary Husband 

Ph:  2160074  
Centreshop 
Ph: 3490251 

 

For Direct Donations: Parish BNZ Account 

No: 02  0412  0041175  003 

NB: Please type your name in the  
reference box, if you require a tax receipt.  

We thank you for your  
generous contributions. 

 

Next Messy Church 
To Be advised  
 
Service Times   
A number of responses were received 
to the question of whether  
to continue with the 9 am service or 
return to 8 and 10 o’clock services.  In 
addition, Charmaine Carr and Liz Ryan 
rang around regular attendees. Both 
of these indicated that the parish is 
evenly split in its views.  Vestry  
discussed the quandary last week, 
and after much discussion on the 
pros and cons made the decision to 
continue one service at 9 am, leaving 
a future resumption of the usual 
pattern to the new vicar, who may 
also have other views about worship 
services. 
Priest in Charge Rev Anne Chrisp 

Important: PARISH CONCERNS 

Any Parish concerns can be discussed with 

the Priest in Charge or make an appointment 

to see me. 

Thank you, Priest in Charge  

Rev Anne Chrisp 


