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St Luke’s Anglican Parish, Rotorua 

Vicar’s Report To Annual General Meeting 

3rd Sunday of Lent, 19 March 2017 

 
Greetings:  

 

Children and Youth Ministry: In 2016 we have not had sufficient children to sustain a regular 

Sunday School or Youth Ministry. This is sad but it reflects the changing demographic of our church 

and in society generally. For families with children and young people there is a greater emphasis on 

continuous achievement in school (NCEAS), and greater availability for sports and other activities on 

Sunday’s. We continue to provide a children’s talk and activity bag for children in our 10am service 

every Sunday, few actually come.   

St Francis Whanau Aroha: with the staff we present a Messy Church event at St Francis four times 

per year. A small team of myself, Enid and Cornelius take a fortnightly children’s service at St 

Francis, and host the St Francis Whanau Aroha children, parents and staff to three or four services per 

year at St Luke’s.  
 

Worship and Ministry:  
Worship and Ministry Trends last 8 years: 

Year Total Annual 

Attendances 

Easter 

Attendances 

Christmas 

Attendances 

Parish 

Roll 

Baptisms Weddings Funerals 

2008 9993 414 384 194 5 3 11 

2009 9376 250 326 186 9 2 16 

2010 8884 249 178 165 2 4 21 

2011 9441 200 309 316 5 1 5 

2012 9170 252 312 298 3 2 10 

2013 8004 329 191 361 3 0 14 

2014 8097 516 255 400 4 1 7 

2015 7885 315 207 315 2 0 10 

2016 7284 269 236 231 3 1 10 
 

Sundays: Our regular Sunday worship forms the spiritual foundation of our Parish. I encourage all to 

make regular Sunday worship a foundation of your lives. It gives strength to our own spiritual lives as 

well as the mission and ministry of our Parish. 

Sunday Afternoon/evening worship: We offer a variety of services including Taize worship (1st 

Sunday);  Celtic Communion (3rd Sundays); and Evening worship (5th Sundays).   

Messy Church: We started this initiative with the support of our Diocesan Youth Ministry Facilitator, 

Jocelyn. It is an all-age style service using lots of hands-on activities and a meal. It is offered each 2nd 

Sunday and has been sell supported. St Barnabas Parish offers theirs each 4th Sunday.  

Special Services: Once again we hosted the Top Parish service which was a delight with so many 

young people participating and we will be doing this again next week. We combined with Catholics 

and Methodists as well as St Faith’s for the Ash Wednesday service at St Luke’s last year on 10 Feb 

2016 and this year at St Mary’s on 1 Mar 2017. As usual this Easter we will be supporting the 

Combined Churches Good Friday service at 10am in the Redwoods. The service will include a 

march of witness starting from the Redwoods Centre at 9am and the service will be at under the 

canopy amongst the trees. We will also offer our three hour Stations of the Cross from midday. Two 

training opportunities for Leaders and Readers were offered through the year, and the Diocese 

provided one Ministry Ethics workshop. SafeHere online training is available  for all involved in 

event planning, hosting and children’s ministry. The Tuesday Drop In Morning Prayer continues to 

meet the needs of those attending. Our Wednesday 10 am service provides an opportunity for mid-

week worship. The variety of people from older parishioners to working people, students and visitors 

to Rotorua gather for the worship, teaching/ preaching and fellowship offered. 

Thanks to those who assist with our regular Sunday morning worship and Sunday evening Taizé and 

Celtic services. A roster of parishioners to provide morning tea after our Sunday 10am and 

Wednesday 10am Services is an important ministry of hospitality and more helpers are always 

needed. 
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Christ’s Church Ngakuru. We now only offer Anglican worship as and when we can at Christ’s 

Church, Ngakuru. The number of Anglicans in the district is small. 

Musicians: Our worship is supported and enhanced by our Music Group, Choir and organists, John 

Ellis, Enid Underwood, and Alison Whitfield. Michael Pilaar has been unable to contribute due to ill 

health. We continue to uphold the Pilaar family with our thoughts and prayers. We are very well 

served by you all. Sincere thanks for your time and commitment. Thanks especially to Elizabeth 

Pilaar who restarted the choir last year and to John Wood who deputises when Elizabeth is 

unavailable. They add a much-appreciated richness to our worship. 

 

Outreach: Community Use of St Luke’s continues as a major feature of the life of our Parish. 

During the year many community groups used our facilities, and there were over 57 community 

facing events hosted here. These included concerts by local and visiting artists and choirs; group 

meetings, conferences, training seminars, and family gatherings. We also offer our facilities to other 

groups serving our community such as the music teachers, students, local and visiting musicians and 

performers for Friday Concerts; the AA. It was a quiet year for touring groups with no major choirs or 

artists visiting. 

Drop In Centre: This is a great ministry of hospitality to our city, led by Tim Edwards and Seona 

Stubbs and supported by a great team of helpers. The service is well supported and helps to meet 

spiritual needs alongside the ministries of fellowship and food. We are very grateful that we have 

received an operational grant from the Rotorua Energy Charitable Trust of $4000 per year for 2.5 

years which will assist Drop In and other community facing ministries. 

Pastoral Care: The Rev Gary Husband has been overseeing and co-ordinating pastoral Care Ministry 

through regular meetings for those involved in visiting and telephoning. With our aging congregation 

services to rest homes and to older folk takes up a lot of time. 

 

Property:  Vicarage 38 Rutland St. The vicarage has been let out since about January 2015, and 

despite comings and goings it has never been vacant. Vestry monitors the ongoing viability of the 

situation in relation to property and rental values. 

Hall Project. The Hall upgrade is  now largely complete. The kitchen is fully functioning, with a 

stove donated by a parishioner, construction completed with a grant from RECT, and the dishwasher 

supplied with a grant from Southern Trust; and curtains and blinds funded in part by The Lion 

Foundation and supplied and installed by Drapes by Design. We appreciate the generous financial 

support of the community Trusts and individual parishioners.  The repaint of the hall and lounge was 

funded from our reserves, including from a bequest from Mr Alan Russell.  

Heating Upgrade: This project was completed in 2016 with the support of a grant from the Rotorua 

Energy Trust of $15,000. 

The Upper Floor: I put a proposal last year to the Vestry that we develop the upper floor to provide 

accommodation for visiting tourists with an interest in the Christian, Church and cultural history of 

Rotorua. Vestry agreed to explore this and we are currently investigating the possibilities, compliance 

issues, the costs and possible benefits. 

 

Vestry: I thank each person who has contributed to the work of the vestry. I thank John Carr for 

continuing as my appointed Church Warden. On behalf of us all I thank Carol Gillice for serving two 

years as our Synod Representative and our Regional Conference Representative.  

 

The Future: The trend of declining attendance at worship and support for the church generally seems 

to be continuing. Society has changed so much that the role and place of the church is difficult to 

discern. I strongly believe that we are called as a community of faith to offer a place for Christian 

worship, healing, learning and discipleship, hospitality, and caring service and I hope you will join 

with me in supporting this mission. 

 

Thanks: Thank you to all who give loyally and generously to the Parish and to those who support the 

life, ministry and outreach of this Parish of St Luke’s with your prayerful and generous time and 

effort and talent. Thanks to those who have supported our Founders Fund which is intended to build 

up a reserve to assist with ongoing maintenance costs. Special thanks to our wardens John Carr and 

Carol Gillice and members of vestry.  I especially thank my wife Jocelyn for her support and 

encouragement even though she has a busy and responsible role in the wider Diocese.   

Rev Alex Czerwonka  


